LGBT+ History Month

Lesbian Visibility

It’s a myth that Queen Victoria failed to make lesbianism illegal because she didn’t believe it could exist. Certainly, far from being a rare occurrence in previous generations, figures from 1929 suggest it was commonplace in some circles, with 14 per cent of single women and 20 per cent of married women reporting sexual contact with other women. Katherine Bement Davis’s study Factors in the Sex Life of Twenty-Two Hundred Women, was the first done into U.S. lesbian activity. 

· [image: image1.jpg]. Wornen €y g

’;;bw&v ?U{ Q)\&

dmngﬁmu N




Tallulah Bankhead was an American bisexual actor who was romantically linked to Greta Garbo, Billie Holiday, and MarleneDietrich, also actor Patsy Kelly confirmed that she had a sexual relationship with Bankhead as well. 

· Gladys Bentley the blues singer reportedly married a woman publicly in 1931. 

Alfred Kinsey was the next to investigate rates of lesbianism, in the Forties. He developed the Kinsey scale in which people’s sexual desires could be plotted on a seven-point scale — from ‘exclusively heterosexual’ to ‘exclusively homosexual’, depending on their experience and desires. He decided 20 per cent of women had same-sex experiences.

· As a self-professed black, lesbian, feminist mother, poet, warrior, Ms. Lorde fought injustices against the marginalized throughout the mid-20th century through her revered literary works. Despite many trying to silence her, she fearlessly embraced her identities. 
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Figures from 2010 reveal that of those aged 16 to 72, 1 per cent of women say they are lesbian and 1.5 per cent of men identify as being gay. Figures are higher among the younger population, too, especially for women. For example, one in 27 women aged 16 to 24 says she thinks of herself as lesbian or bisexual. But it’s when it comes to sexual behaviour with someone of the same sex, figures really soar.

For women aged 16 to 44, the proportions who’ve had same-sex experience — which includes everything from kissing to full sex — has risen from 4 per cent in 1990 to 10 per cent in 2000 and 16 per cent in 2010. One in five women aged 20 says she’s had a same-sex experience, compared to one in 40 aged 70.

Latest figures from research from the ONS in 2017 show that this rate is still increasing, particularly amongst younger people:

"We estimate that 4.2% of people aged 16 to 24 years identify as lesbian, gay or bisexual, a higher proportion than for other older age groups’. Over the last five years, the proportion of the UK population identifying as lesbian, gay or bisexual (LGB) has increased from 1.5% in 2012 to 2.0% in 2017.

In LGBT+ History Month 2019 we can see lesbians have come a long way in terms of visibility, owing much to our pioneering predecessors. 
Unfortunately low numbers of DWP staff and PCS members have recorded sexual orientation on either SOP or membership records. In fact, the Department acknowledges DWP declaration rates to be amongst the lowest throughout the Civil Service. PCS encourages all LGBT+ members to join Proud and to register sexual orientation details on SOP and PCS membership records to make it clear that we are here and also ensure that the Department is meeting its goals of inclusion.
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